
Backwords 

 

Objective 

 To develop aural memory skills. 

 To strengthen cognitive visual reading skills. Often people will read the 

letters of the word in the right order, not backwards, and be completely 

unaware that they are doing this. 

 To have fun! Do not take this game too seriously – some learners will find it 

impossible. 

 

Equipment required 

 A set of “backwords” cards. Backwords cards are a set of cards with words 

spelt backwards. The player reads the card out aloud and the other players 

have to work out the word that they are spelling out backwards. If you 

cannot get a set of the cards then make your own.  

 

Task 

1. Explain to the students that the game is to read out a word’s letters 

backwards and for the others to work out the word being spelt out to 

them. 

2. Restrict the maximum length of the word being spelt out to 5 letters to 

start with. 

3. Put the students in pairs to work together in their reading out to the rest 

of the class. 

4. Give each pair a card. Make sure they know which word they are going 

to read out, and who is going to read out the card, and who is going to 

check the reading. 

5. Play the game for a few goes. 

6. Discuss strategies and techniques that students are using. 

7. Play the game again until everyone has had a go. 

8. If there are clear winners see how good they are at “decoding” longer 

words. 

 

Follow Up 



 If the students like playing this game then play it again on another day 

when they have had a chance to practice. 

 Take care with spending too long on this game as it highly likely that some 

students will not be able to access it at all. 
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