
Cheat 

Objectives 

 have fun  

 develop games-playing and social skills 

 reflect upon what makes people “cheat” - when it is acceptable and when it 

is not. 

Background 

Cheat is quite a sophisticated game. The successful player must be able to:  

 think out a strategy to win  

 bluff 

 read other people’s body language 

 empathise and understand other people’s behaviour  

 take calculated risks. 

Some students will find this very difficult and frustrating.  

This is a frivolous activity, so it is a useful opportunity to:  

 observe how and why a student struggles to deal with social interaction  

 help them to find strategies to be more calm and successful in these 

situations.  

Equipment required 

1. One or more sets of cards depending on how many students are playing 

the game. 

Playing the game 

1. Decide whether your group are going to play three separate games or 

one big game of cheat. If one big game then mix up the 3 packs of cards. 

2. Shuffle the cards. 

3. Deal out all the cards. 



4. Explain to the group that each player has to place two or more cards, 

face down, onto the central pile, and announce loudly what their cards 

are e.g.” 3 eights”.  

They cannot miss a go and they must put down at least 2 cards.  

5. The other players can accuse someone of cheating, if they suspect them, 

by shouting out “cheat”. 

6. When a player is accused of “cheating”, the game pauses and the last set 

of cards are turned face up to check whether the player was cheating or 

not. 

7. If the player was cheating then they have to take all the central pile of 

cards into their hand of cards. 

8. If the player is wrongly accused of cheating then the accuser has to take 

all the central pile of cards into their hand. 

9. The game continues. 

10. Wind up the game when several students have managed to get rid of 

their cards. 

Follow up  

Discuss with the group:  

 which strategies worked and why ?  

 when were they willing to take risks ?  

 when were they willing to cheat ? 

 

 


