
Choral Speaking 

 

General Objectives 

Choral Speaking seeks to offer learners the opportunity to: 

 Develop the art of choral speaking 

 Interpret poems (and prose) effectively  

 Develop effective use of combining voices in a choir 

 Develop imagination and creativity 

 Encourage the teamwork required when working as a choir 

 Develop a sense of performance 

 

Equipment required 

 Some good strong poems that will be fun to recite. The following books 

are a good starting point: 

 Noisy poems, Bennett & Sharratt 

 Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats, TS Eliot 

 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, Rosen & Oxenbury 

 Room on the Broom, Donaldson & Scheffler 

 Jim (Who ran away from his nurse and was eaten by a lion), Hilaire 

Belloc 

 Jabberwocky, Lewis Carroll 

 Please Mrs Butler, Allan Ahlberg 

 The Lion and Albert, Marriott Edgar 

 The Hippopotamus Song, Michael Flanders 

 The Owl and the Pussy-Cat, Edward Lear 

 On the Ning Nang Nong, Spike Milligan 

2. Access to recordings on YouTube. 

3. Consider recording the words so that all the children can listen to 

recordings in their own free time, and hence learn the words quickly.  

4. Photocopies of the words of the poems. 

 

Wider educational rationale for choral speaking 

 Students need a good sense of rhythm in order to understand language 

fully.  



 It is unlikely that students, particularly older students, will all willingly sing, 

but choral speaking should be accessible to all. 

 

 

Task 

1. Read the poem through with the class several times until everyone is 

happy with the words. 

2. Agree some appropriate actions to go with the poem. 

3. Work together on the performance of the poem until you are all pleased 

with the performance. 

4. Perform the poem to any willing audience. 

5. Celebrate your success. 

 

Follow Up  

 Learn more poems throughout the year. 

 Invite other classes to compete against you in a choral speaking 

competition. 

 Visit an old people’s home, or a hospital, or a similar institution and put on 

a programme of entertainment.  

 Play with the words in the poems and encourage students to substitute 

new names and words to change the meaning of the poem. This playing 

with words builds higher level language skills for life. 

 

 

 


