
The Listing Game 

Objective 

Encourage students to play games that expand their ability to:  

 memorise aurally 

 make links between common items 

 think creatively 

The ability to list large numbers of items in any category is seen as a key 

indicator of cognitive ability by psychologists. It is a skill that can be greatly 

improved with practise. 

Equipment required 

No equipment is necessary but reference books (e.g. Facts, Facts, Facts, ed. 

Chambers, 2010) or access to the internet  can be useful to stop squabbles 

about what is a legitimate fruit, vegetable, king of England etc. 

. 

Version 1 

The leader proposes a topic e.g. fruit or vegetables or kings of England etc. 

1. One player states that they can name, say, 10 types of fruit 

2. The next player must make a higher bid, stating that they can name, say, 12 

types of fruit.  

3. The bidding carries on around the group until no one is willing to outbid the 

highest bid. At this point, the highest bidder is challenged to “name them”. 

4. The highest bidder attempts to name the number of fruit they claimed they 

could name, i.e. “apple, orange, banana, pear, plum, fig, pineapple…” and 

so on. 

5. The highest bidder is applauded if they do manage to name the number of 

fruit that they claimed they could. 



6. If the highest bidder fails then complete the task with everyone pitching in 

ideas. 

Version 2 

Alphabetical listing 

The leader proposes a topic and the members of the class take it in turns to 

name items belonging to that topic in alphabetical order. 

E.g. Countries 

Person 1 might call out “Albania” 

Person 2 might call out “Britain” 

Person 3 might call out “Cuba” 

Person 4 might call out “Denmark” 

And so on….. 

 

Version 3 

I went to market and I bought……  

Participants begin by saying “I went to market and I bought… “  

They then list all the items stated by previous participants and add an extra 

item. 

For example: 

Person 1 states “I went to market and I bought a dog” 

Person 2 states “I went to market and I bought a dog and a crocodile.” 

Person 3 states “I went to market and I bought a dog, a crocodile, and a 

melon.” 

Carry on until no one is left who can keep listing. 

 


